PATENT 




IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

IN THE APPLICATION OF: 
Waddington, et al. 
Serial No. 09/867,814 



iled: 
Title 



May 30, 2001 
Distribution System 



Examiner: 
Group Art Unit: 



Unknown 
2161 




Attorney Docket No. 11 867.0003 .NPUS00 ~y ( 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

37 C.F.R. 1.8 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the U.S. Postal Service as First Class Mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Assistant Coffrrnissioner of 
Patents, Washington, DC 202347V" we date belov/ 




Assistant Commissioner 

For Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 



In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1.56, it is respectfully 
requested that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the references listed on 
attached Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and made of record. In accordance 
with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), copies of the listed references are enclosed. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97(g),(h), this Information Disclosure Statement is 
not to be construed as a representation that a search has been made, and is not to be construed 
to be an admission that the information disclosed is, or is considered to be, prior art with 
respect to the present application or material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the receipt of a 
first Official Action reflecting an examination on the merits and hence is believed to be 
timely in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b). Accordingly, no fees are believed to be due in 
connection with the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement, however, should any fees 
be deemed necessary (except payment of the issue fee), the Commissioner is authorized to 



i 




charge any deficiency or to credit any overpayment to Howrey Simon Arnold & White, LLP 
Deposit Account No. 08-3038/1 1 867.0003.NPUS00 (MKSS:003). 

Please forward any reply to this communication directly to our Houston office for 
docketing purposes. The mailing address is P.O. Box 4433, Houston, Texas, 77210-4433; the 
physical address for courier packages is 750 Bering Drive, Houston, Texas, 77057, and the 
Houston facsimile number is 713.787.1440. 



Dated: October 1,2001 



Respectfully submitted, 



JoS D. Shutter 
Reg. No. 41,311 

Howrey Simon Arnold & White, llp 
P.O. Box 4433 
Houston, Texas 77210 
(312) 595-1239 
Attorneys for Applicant 
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